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2008 Your Honor Awards Judges

Maria Abernethy
National Marketing Director 
Deloitte Financial Advisory Services LLP 
200 Berkeley Street 
Boston, MA 02116 
Phone: 617-437-2019 
mabernethy@deloitte.com

Ms. Abernethy is the national marketing director of Deloitte 
Financial Advisory Services LLP (Deloitte FAS), a multi-million 
dollar practice with more than 1,100 employees across the U.S. 

With nearly 20 years of experience in sales and marketing, Ms. 
Abernethy develops strategic, integrated marketing campaigns 
and leads a national team of marketing professionals. In addition 
to overseeing the practice’s public relations, direct marketing, 
thoughtware and web development and advertising efforts, 
Ms. Abernethy actively engages in cross-selling of Deloitte FAS 
services to help grow the practice’s Forensic & Dispute and 
Advisory service areas. 

Most recently, she launched Deloitte FAS’ Transactions & 
Business Events Dbriefs webcast series, which has been viewed 
by nearly 17,000 attendees to date. Ms. Abernethy also sub-
stantially grew external awareness of the practice by increasing 
Deloitte FAS media placements by 70 percent in two years. This 
includes media stories in The Wall Street Journal, Financial Times, 
USA Today, Reuters and CNBC.

Prior to leading Deloitte FAS’ marketing efforts, Ms. Abernethy 
was a leader in the national marketing group for Deloitte Tax 
LLP. She also launched a nationwide client awareness campaign 
that brought Deloitte Tax LLP recognition as one of the nation’s 
top tax practices.

Prior to joining Deloitte Tax LLP, she served four years as a vice 
president of sales and marketing for a leading national telecom-
munications provider, increasing sales by 50 percent in six 
months and helping the company achieve a #12 ranking in Inc. 
magazine’s list of 500 fastest-growing privately held companies. 
Prior to that, she worked as director of corporate communica-
tions for an online dot.com start-up and began her career as a 
marketing manager, rising through the ranks of a major invest-
ment house in various capacities.

Ms. Abernethy holds a B.S.B.A in marketing from Suffolk 
University.

Joanna B. Arnason
Director of Marketing 
Schottenstein Zox & Dunn Co., LPA 
250 West Street 
Columbus, OH  43215 
(614) 462-2700 
jarnason@szd.com

Joanna Arnason has served in the firm’s marketing department 
for seven years and has led SZD’s marketing efforts since 2002. 
Overseeing the firm’s marketing team, she partners with SZD’s 
management to favorably position the firm within the legal 
industry and implements dynamic business development and 
marketing strategies. 

Joanna focuses on firm positioning, public and media relations, 
branding, business development and select client intelligence 
initiatives. She also manages the creative conceptualization and 
advancement of SZD’s print and online communications.

Since joining Schottenstein Zox & Dunn, Joanna has led 
corporate identity programs, advertising and public relations 
campaigns garnering multiple recognitions for the firm’s unique 
message and position in the marketplace. In 2006, she was 
profiled in Columbus C.E.O. Magazine’s “Superstars” issue 
spotlighting local professionals.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
American Marketing Association  
Public Relations Society of America  
Legal Marketing Association

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 
Komen Columbus, Race for the Cure, Marketing  
Committee, 2004-2006

FACES of the Columbus Zoo, 2004-2005 

EDUCATION 
B.S., The Ohio State University, 1997
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Colette Brooks
Chief Imagination Officer 
BIG Imagination Group 
310-204-6100 
cbrooks@bigla.com

As founder and Chief Imagination Officer, Colette is responsible 
for both strategic and creative development, execution and 
overall project success.  Her keen understanding of cultural 
trends, purchasing motivators and customer retention strategies 
coupled with her direct response background allows Colette 
to zero in on relevant marketing solutions that optimize brand 
awareness, stimulate trial and cultivate loyalty in measurable 
ways.  With more than 25 years experience in advertising, 
communications and public relations, Colette is credited with 
transforming the Toyota Prius from a “nerdy green car” to the 
“Hollywood it car” by enrolling A-list celebrities through her 
“Red Carpet, Green Cars” Academy Awards effort.  As an 
advocate for green living, Colette maintains a fleet of cars fueled 
by vegetable oil, resides in a sustainably built solar-powered 
home, and regularly blogs and speaks on the subjects of energy 
conservation, waste reduction, green building and alternative 
transportation.  She founded Big Imagination Group in 1987 
and currently serves as board chair for both OPCC and Tim 
Robbins’ theater company, The Actors’ Gang.

Mara Brazer
Brazer Communications 
47 Park Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
mara@brazercommunications.com 
(415) 305-6677

Mara has over 20 years of marketing, branding and public rela-
tions and media training experience.  Her strategic and creative 
solutions to marketing challenges have helped many companies 
across a range of industries thrive and increase revenues.

Areas of expertise include consumer and sports marketing, 
technology, entertainment, tourism, food and beverage, health-
care and life sciences, crisis communications, public and com-
munity affairs, real estate and professional services, retail, special 
events and promotions.  Mara has launched or reinvigorated 
many popular brands.

Current and recent national and regional clients for whom 
Brazer Communications performs full service marketing and 
public relations include TCHO Ventures, Lucasfilm, Numi Tea, 
University of California, San Francisco, Worldview Technology 
Partners, Ellerbe Becket, OneShare, In Joy Media, Liuli, CB 
Richard Ellis, Cocoa Pete’s Chocolate Adventures, Fish & 
Richardson, Casto Travel, Stanford Shopping Center, Gensler 
and the Stupski Foundation.  Past clients Mara has worked with 
have included Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison, Pepsi, Chevron, 
Tyson Foods, Ford Motor Company, Atari, Fujitsu America, 
San Jose Sharks, Rice-a-Roni, Marriott Hotels, CKS Partners, 
California Pacific Medical Center, Weight Watchers International, 
MacFarlane Partners, Morgan Lewis, Sensor Diagnostics, 
Embarcadero Center, The Nature Company and the Dalai Lama.

Mara was founding president of the San Francisco Partnership, 
a private economic development organization funded by San 
Francisco’s leading companies and governed by the City’s top 
CEOs and Mayor Willie Brown.  For many years, she also was 
senior vice president and deputy general manager for Edelman 
Public Relations Worldwide.  Mara moved to San Francisco in 
1985 to work at KPIX-TV in public and community relations.

Earlier in her career Mara worked in Washington, D.C. where 
she was a presidential appointee in media relations at the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. She also was an 
impresario in Connecticut, producing award-winning concerts 
and festivals, and founded a federal lobbying program for Yale 
University.  

Active throughout her career on corporate, arts and social 
service boards, Mara currently serves on the community advi-
sory board for Wells Fargo Bank and is co-chair of the board 
of Kitchen Sisters Productions.   She graduated with honors in 
cultural anthropology from the University of Michigan. 
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Jennifer Harrington
Partner 
Trinity Communications, Inc. 
399 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02116 
(617) 292-7436 
jharrington@trinitynet.com 
www.TrinityNet.com

As director of Trinity’s account development team, Jennifer 
is responsible for working and consulting with clients while 
managing new business and marketing activities for the agency. 
Jennifer has been with Trinity since 1994, and was made a 
managing partner in 2004.

She has worked in multiple capacities at Trinity, including market 
research, client services and account planning for clients in 
private banking, insurance, healthcare and technology.

Jennifer is active in a number of area organizations. She serves 
on the boards for the Association for Corporate Growth of 
Boston, Copley Society of Art, and Corporate Advisory Group 
for Mass College of Art, and she actively supports the Big Sister 
Association of Greater Boston. Jennifer was recognized as one 
of Boston’s ’40 under 40’ by the Boston Business Journal.  She 
graduated magna cum laude from Boston University.

Per Casey
President and Co-founder 
Tenrec, Inc. 
per@tenrec.com

Per is the president and co-founder of Tenrec, Inc. a web 
design and   development company based in San Francisco. 
Since 1997 Per has helped law firms, corporations and non-
profit organizations use the Internet effectively and efficiently. 
In addition to managing Tenrec’s day-to-day  operations and 
growth, Per enjoys working with clients as an application 
architect and strategic advisor.

Per currently serves as the Chair of the LMA Technology 
Committee and is active with the LMA Bay Area Chapter  He 
is also an emeritus editorial  advisory board member for Law 
Technology News from American Lawyer Media. 

Per works out of Tenrec’s Northwest office (in Portland, OR) 
where he  lives with his wife, Kit, and their two children, Ana 
Kristina and Per Oskar.
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Peter A. Johnson, 
M.Ed., J.D.
Law Practice Consultants, LLC  
115 Broad Street 
Boston, MA 02110  
617 535 3268 T  
617 308 6297 M  
617 535 3368 F  
pjohnson@lawpracticeconsultants.com  
www.lawpracticeconsultants.com

Mr. Johnson is the founder of Law Practice Consultants, LLC.  
Prior to establishing Law Practice Consultants, he practiced law 
for seventeen years concentrating on business litigation at a 
mid-size Boston firm. During his law career he spent three years 
as the firm’s managing partner and five years as the chair of the 
firm’s compensation committee. Previously, Peter worked in 
sales and marketing for a large New England travel company. He 
received a B.A. from Bates College, a M.Ed. in counseling from 
Boston University, and a law degree, cum laude, from Boston 
College Law School.

Mr. Johnson brings a valuable combination of skill and experi-
ence in law firm management, sales, marketing and counseling. 
With this background, he evaluates and assists law firms and 
lawyers in business development, client retention and manage-
ment related issues. In addition to his direct consulting with firms 
and lawyers, Mr. Johnson performs client interviews to evaluate 
client satisfaction and assess the existing and future needs of 
clients. This information is used by the firms to design and imple-
ment client based strategic planning.

Mr. Johnson has written articles appearing in law firm manage-
ment periodicals including: 

• “Avoiding Icebergs” 

• “Business Development Requires Management – Not 
Just Training” 

• “Coulda, Woulda, Shoulda - Looking back, successful 
attorneys comment on what they wish they’d known 
earlier or done more of from the start”

• “Why Clients Choose Law Firms and Why Lawyers 
Lose Clients”

• “12 Steps to a Successful Client Interview Program”

Mr. Johnson is a frequent lecturer and presenter and has 
participated on numerous panels and roundtables.  
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